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Or...
How technology 

changes the way we deal 
with each other, how 

society works, and why 
we no longer wear 

swords



In the beginning was the Blogger



Sir Richard Steele 
1672 - 1729



Ok, so there are similarities



A bit of historical context.

Denmark: Great Northern War
Copenhagen: Plague

Great Britain:  Queen Anne
Spain: War of Spanish Succession





Internal arguments about the shape of Europe
Worries about the growth of Islam

Social revolution is in the air



The Tatler First post:    April 12 1709

...wherein I shall from time 
to time report and consider all matters of what kind 

soever that shall occur to me, and publish such my advices 
and reflections every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the 

week for the convenience of the post.  I have also 
resolved to have something which may be of entertainment 

to the fair sex... 



Posted three times a week
800 readers
Comments

Lots of coffee



Amateur Publishing & 
Coffee 

= Revolution



Manners



Court Society



Courtly Manners



Castiglione 

• To speake alwaies of matters likely, least he be counted 
a lyer in reporting of wonders and straunge miracles.

• To have the feate of drawing and peincting.
• To daunce well without over nimble footinges or to 

busie trickes.
• To play well at fense upon all kinde of weapons.
• To be nimble and quicke at the play at tenise.
• To hunt and hauke.
• To be seen in tunges, and specially in Italian, French, 

and Spanish.



Enlightenment Society



Coffeeshops

• Anyone can enter - after a few pennies

• Everyone is the same within

• Fashions don’t show rank

• Debate is encouraged, and sober

• It can all get a bit embarrassing



Even the King goes to 
the bathroom

(The French got a bit carried away with this bit)



The Tatler and The 
Spectator

• Incredibly modern and daring

• Advice on how to behave in town

• Sent all over the country

• Still just two guys



Electricity





The electric light, so favourable to furniture, wall papers, 
pictures, screens etc. is not always becoming to the female 

complexion, light Japanese sunshades will be found invaluable.



Reluctance to 
embrace new 
technology



What does this all 
mean? 

• Modern manners are consistently being 
reinvented because modern technology 
creates new ways of relating to each other.

• It has also created a new way of teaching 
each other how to be polite



The Greater Internet 
Fuckwad Theory



Modern technology is rude. 



STOP TYPING,
YOU BASTARDS





Our problem

• The new technology we make is resisted 
because people don’t know how to use it 
within their social environment.

• They are afraid of humiliation



The Hinterweb
http://www.oblomovka.com/entries/2003/04/15

There's a bit of me that does feel guilty. While I manage 
to fend off pop-up windows with Mozilla, and spam with 

Spamassassin, most people don't know about those 
programs. They live in the "hinternet", that shanty-town of 

X10 pop-ups and porn adware, and endless, endless 
Hotmail and Yahoo spam. They're tourists in the world of 
the Net, and like any tourist, they rarely get a good guide. 
They're just taken down the back streets by disreputable 
but flashy showmen, and robbed for everything they're 

worth. And it's true, we don't do as much as we should for 
them, because we're okay in our little burbclaves.



Three rules

• New technology needs a new etiquette

• This needs time

• Manners hold more sway than old laws.



The Singularity



Close enough already

• 2 billion internet users

• Tens of thousands on Metafilter

• Hundreds of thousands on a MMORPG

• Millions using email

• Billions using mobile phones



A New Etiquette

• We need to understand new social norms

• We need to develop newer social norms

• We need to recognise that social norms 
change slowly



Your mission

We need a new Tatler


